
Our ACW Theme for 2018: “The Love of Jesus Calls Us to Learning, Worship & Service” 
 
This is a call to all women in the Diocese to attend our ACW Annual Meeting on Saturday May 5 
from 9:30am to 4pm at St. Matthias parish.  This is to be a time of worship, fellowship and to 
reflect on the call God has over the work and witness of the ACW, led by keynote speaker the 
Ven. Richard King,  Archdeacon for Mission and Discipleship in the Diocese of Edmonton.  
 
Invitations and registration forms are in the mail to each parish and to all Life Members.  Watch 
for their arrival.  Share the information with others.  Invite them to come with you.  And return 
registrations before April 15, please.  
 
In keeping with this years theme The Love of Jesus Calls Us, ACW Chaplain Rev. Donna writes: 
 

For a number of years now, we have joyfully sung ‘The Love of Jesus Calls Us’ by Herbert                  
O’Driscoll. This hymn articulates clearly our purpose as Anglican Church Women and as             
disciples of Christ.  It is from this hymn that this year’s theme was decided. 

Though our individual encounters with Jesus began at different times in our lives and in                
unique ways, we have found in this hymn, words that best describe our gratitude that Jesus                
loves us and trusts us to carry out God’s mission in His Name. These beautifully articulated                
words by O’Driscoll invite us: 

● to worship Jesus joyfully together giving thanks for God’s many blessings.  
● to be in relationship with God and with one another as “companions on a              

journey”.  
● to serve Christ, not under compulsion, but with joy so that the world will be able                

to see and feel the love that gives birth to our service.  
We realize how deep our relationship with Christ and with each other becomes when we               
worship, learn and serve together in His Name.  

Lent is a great time to reflect on our relationship with Jesus as we journey with Him to                  
the cross. Jesus thru O’Driscoll encourages and challenges us as Christians: “to change, to learn               
and to grow”. God is always opening doors to new opportunities; Jesus continues to invite us                
forward in our life’s purpose. I encourage us all to watch and listen for those opportunities, and                 
to prayerfully invite God to transform us as together God changes the way we work together                
and the work we do. We are, as O’Driscoll describes in his final verse, “in swiftly changing days”                  
– may I encourage each of you to offer yourself to our Creator, so that together we may                  
continue to spread love, peace and justice until our dear Lord and Saviour comes again!  

 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Rev. Donna Willer, ACW Chaplain  


